THE VERMILLION IRON MINES.

The Vast Importance Attached to them In SL.
Paul.

What s sald of them by Geo. H.7and S. P. Ely,
fwo of the Iron Kings cf the
Continent,

The Company Ready 10 go Ahead and Spend
$4,000,000 Inside of Fifteen Months
Should their Land Grant be
Extended.

They Want to Havo the Road Completed to Du-
luth by May 1684,

Pioneer Preas, Feb. 4.

Oue of the most important projecie, = far
a3 possible effect upon the fature of St. Paul
i3 concerned, js that of the development of
the Vermillion Lake jron mines by the Min-
nesote Tron Compeny. So fur us this devel-
opment relates to the entire Stafe. it may
confidently be asserted (hat no single enter-
prise over attempted within ihe confines of
Minnesota i3 ot such magnitude and import-
ance as this will be within a very few years.
Present facts and indicstions warrant the
prediction that the iron ore product of Min-
nezota will soon spproach in money value
even that of the upper peninsala of Michigan.
It is now pesitively known that the Vermil-
tion lake region has larger and better depos-
its of iron ore than the Tong famous district
which hes enriched Michizan millions upon
millions of Jollars. While the geaeral beae-
fitto Minnesota can hardly be estimated,
the

TOSBIDLE ADVANTAGES TO §T. IAUL

may be specified. For instance, the town ¢f
Dayton, Obio, has been made an almost ex-
ceptionally prosperous place by the success
of the great car works of the Barney & Smith
Manufacturing compuny, which employs
1,200 men 1 factories covering twenty-six
acres of ground, sud which turns out 160 car
wheels ond fifteen freight cars per day, to
eay nothing of coaches, ete. This company’s
prosperity has been in the face of the disad-
vantage of locatisa at a great distance from
tho source of raw materials used. If 3o
prosperous an institution may be buill up at
Dagton, remote from the source of all mater-
ial used except fuel, how much betieris the
opportumty presente2 st St. Paul for
any iron-working or iron-making in-
dustry, with the best of iron ores within a
day’s run by rail? Granting that the Ver.
miltion lake cres arc of euperior quality and
of inexhaustitie zapply, and that the con-
straction of the Duluth and Tron Range ruil-
way will make them accessible to St. Paul, it
fellows a3 something almost sirolutely cer-
tuia that this city will become a great iron
monufacturing cenier. With the improve- | *
ments yn manufacture of steel, and conse-
quent inercase in demand—lo usurp the
Place iron once filled —low grades of iron ore
aro becoming ofless and less value, while
the Besscmer ores, a3 they ere called, are
growing more and more velugble. Tho Ver.
million luke cres are now well known to Le
among the best oa the continent, and will at
once rank with the best ores from the Michl-
gen miacs.  Tho Minnesots Iron company is
 now pusbing matters vigorously, eod it is
only a question of avery rhort time when
the development of the mines will be o mat-
ter of fact. The same parties who constitule
the iron company also own  the stock of the
Dulath & Iron Range Railroad company.
George C. Stone, of St. Paul, is not ouly the

at Ishpemming in this county affords 2 gsod
example. It was opened twenty-Sve years
8go, and hus shipped nearly 2,000,000 tons
ofore, aud is showing more orc in sight
now than at any time in it3 history before,
and the ehipmenls this year were uearly
200,000 tous,

Very few Liave ever heard of these deposits
of iron ore, or bave the least ides of their
importance or the relation they are destined
tobear to the iron industry of the United
Stales. Ifitcould be generally known st
this moment ju the iron world what these
oposits ave, Low large, how pure, and how
accessible, and that there was a possibility
that they would soon be opened and come
into market it would be of great public
benefit.

Let me Inipress it upon your mind that tha
shipping of 250,000 tons of ore in 1884
involves the neccssity of preparing quarters
for a population of 1,000 to 1,500 people,
to begin with, sad a constantly jncreasing
one.

Mo rsilrond istobe Loilt, 20 as 10 be
finished by the opening of mavigation in
1884, no time is to be lost in letting the
contracts, %o that supplies cxn be pot in this
‘winter.

There will Le zo dificulty, in my judg.
ment, in shipping from the Stone mine, the
Upper Breitang and the Tower 250,000 fons of |
ore the first season, of uniform quality, and
wilhout suy assorting.”

This information, in addition to that
slready in possession of this company in re-
gard to the extent and quality of the ore in
the vicinity of Lake Vermillion, adJs much to
its value, and there i3 1o doubt but that at
uo distant day, if the company succeel in
building s railroad and opening their mines,
Minnesota will rank as the producer of as
much of the higher grade Bessmer oro as any
statein the wnion. It is now simply o
question whether this company will spend
$3,000,000 in the eonstruction of its railrosd
and oro docks and $300,000 in opening its
mines and putting them in successful opern-
tion. Asregards the effect of such a de-
velopment upon the welfare of (his siate, it
needs no comment. Al that is wanted now
to secure a speedy construction of that road
isan extension of time to the Duluth &
Iron Raage railrond company, under the
o1d swampland grant made to them in 1875,
With this extension the parties in interest
will raise the neceseary funds and build the
roal. This Jegislotion sought for wiil re.
cure the bringing iate the state and the
spending Lere of over $1,000,000, to say
nothing of the advantages which will aceruc to
the state afler its development. The porties
esking this legialation want it for theic own
use for the purpose of developing their own
They proposs to build the road
Itis in no sense o scheme for
te sale of stock and Londs or for tho eale of
aland grant as a matter of epeculation. It
is simply an extension of time to the oli Du-
luth & Iron Range reilroad company, to cn-
able that company, tho stock of which is now
owned Ly the Minnesots Iron company, to
construct a railroal to theve imuwenso de-
posits of iron ore and put & development in
motjon, the effects of which will be felt to
theuttermost Jimits of tho state. It means
not only cheap iron for Minnesota, but cheap
coal; and inside of five yenrs from the time
a railrond is opened to that region, they will
be capable of producing aa output of 1,000,-
000 tons of ore per mnnum, which mesas:
up freighta of 1,000,000 tons of coal,
thus cheapeniag the cost of fuol in thip To-
cality.

general manager of the iron company and its
chief executive officer, but is also the presi-
deat of theruilway company, and as b
offices are located in this city, together with
(hat of Chief Engiacer Lee, the entira genera)
businesa of both the mining company and the
reilway compauy will be transacted here, as
iz the business of the Menomiaee Mining
company in Milwaukee and the Repnl:l(c
Iron company in Cleveland. With this com-
pany located here, and operated by St. Faul
men, much may be looked for in the way o
developument Lere, sud the policy of the com-
pany will be » forter ani encourage in every
way in ils power iron development in St.
'aul and in cur own State. As yet Tery few
perrons have esens faint conception of the
magnitude and

VALCUE OF THE VERMILLION IRON NINES,

and perbaps the beat possible evideace ofthe
worth of the deposits is tho fact tkat the
Mesera. Ely, the great iron men of Cleves
Iand and Marquetts, have purchaced n in-
terest in the Minmesota Iron Company.
The Messrs. Lly are among the iron kings of
(L country, and their judgment is not to be
questioned when it is applied to the value of|
iron ores, mines, otc. 3. George 1I, Elydsy
of Cleveland, and Mr. Samuel . Ely- of
Marquette, aod both have been ideatified
with the MieL} mives for many years
and are owners in the Repullic and other.
great miues.  Mr. Samuel P. Ely visted St.
TPaul, Jau. 22, just returved from @ Giip to
Vermilion, where he went 1o examine (ke
miaes for bimeelf and brother. Upon his
return home he addressed a communication
1o General Mannger Stone, from which the
foliowing extracts aro made, to indicate the
opinion of an nckaowledged expert:

“My brother and myself decided {o iake
an inlerest i the Minnesota Iron Company
and shall do whatever we can to promote its
interests. Neither of us would have eared
1o Le associated with & new eaterpriseiniron
ore unless we were antisfied that it was of
high merit ead value and destined to take a
leading place in tho national production. 1
tlis were not our opinion of the Minuesota
Iron Company we should not have embarked
init. What 13 now chiefly and immediately
necessary, is

TO BEQGIN AND FINISH THE RAHROAD LINE
a3 oarly a3 practicable, and bring the Minne-
sota  Tron  Company out &y an
ore producer. The ore of ke Min-
nesota Jros Company will rank with the
highest grades of our Lake Superior orce.
The Repullic ore Lrings 50 cents per ton
more than the other hard ores in Cleveland
(excepting a portion of the Champion, which
brings the same), and the Minuesota Iron
company’s will bring as much a3 the Repub-
lic. The deposits of ora are ro large that they
will not be exbaustad within the Iifetime of
the present proprictors and their Immediate
descendauts, Ja referenceto the produetive
duration of theso deposits, 1 am epeaking
from experience.  The Lake Superior mine




